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NIHONJIN NO SUGAKU [Mathematics of the Japanese People]. 
By K. Shimodaira. Tokyo (Kawade Shobo Shinsha). 1972. 
240 pp. 
Reviewed by Toshio Matsuzaki 
Oyama Technical College, Japan 
The author once wrote a book in Japanese in which he 
commented upon many important books of the native mathematics of 
Japan. In that book he gave no detailed explanation to the 
relationships between mathematicians or their schools, and to the 
social, cultural, and other backgrounds in which mathematics 
developed in Japan. 
In the new book, however, such subjects neglected in the old 
one are fully described. The book is made up of four chapters, 
in each of which the author deals with quite a few mathematicians 
in the old Japan. 
Chapter 1. Mitsuyoshi Yoshida. Yoshida spread arithmetic 
in which an abacus is used in calculation. Chapter 2. Takakazu 
Seki. Seki, the founder of the Japanese mathematics, ranked 
highest among the eminent mathematicians of our country. Chapter 
3. Yasuaki-Aida. Aida warmly disputed with the scholars 
belonging to the great Seki-school, and helped popularize mathe- 
matics. Chapter 4. Tokyo Mathematical Society. The state of 
things surrounding the advanced scholars of the native mathema- 
tics, and the circumstances under which they encountered with 
Western mathematics. 
It is remarkable that the unique higher mathematics should 
have developed in Japan for a period of only two hundred years 
since the middle of the seventeenth century. In his book the 
author endeavors to find the leading causes of that growth in 
the character, society, culture, and so forth, of the Japanese. 
EVOLUTION OF MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS: AN ELEMENTARY STUDY. 
By Raymond L. Wilder. Paperback reprinting of the 1968 
original. London (Transworld). 1974. 216 pp. 
Reviewed by Michael J. Crowe 
University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN 46556 
The historiography of mathematics, despite some encouraging 
exceptions, has not as yet attained the sophistication of the 
historiography of science or of historiography in general. For 
example, Kenneth 0. May in his 1970 review [Math. Rev. 40, 1279- 
80] of the first edition of Raymond Wilder's Evolution of Mathe- 
matical Concepts commented that: "Most work in the history of 
mathematics has hardly risen above chronology--the essential 
empirical base." Thus he welcomed Wilder's book, as we may now 
